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under such Considerations as I have given unto him; Given 
under my hand and the Seal of the Colony this 19th of June 

1684. 

Effingham. 
To the Sherif of 
or his Deputy. 

God Save the King 

(to be continued.) 
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From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



continued. 



Ralph Wormely, Jur., 1 to John Grymes, Esq'r. 

Rosegill, April 4th, 1776. 
Dear Sir 

When you and Mr. Neilson returned from Norfolk, you 
informed me that Lord Dunmore, wished or expected or 
thought it my duty, that I should immediately in person re- 
pair to his Lordship: that some such ostensible mark of my 

1 Ralph Wormeley, Jr., of " Rosegill," Middlesex county, Va., son of 
Ralph Wormeley, of the same place, was born in October, 1744, and died 
January 19, 1806. He received his education in England— first at Eton, 
which he entered September la, 1757, and afterwards at Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge. He was a retiring man of scholarly tastes, and seemed to 
prefer to lead a quiet life on his estate; but the great wealth and hered- 
itary political influence of the Wormeleys brought him into public life, 
and in 1771 he was appointed member of the Virginia Council. He re- 
mained a member of this body until 1775, and when Dunmore left Wil- 
liamsburg and hostilities commenced, was living quietly at Rosegill. 
The Governor requested Mr. Wormeley to attend him on shipboard, 
which he refused to do, but, unfortunately for himself, wrote a letter 
to his friend, John Randolph Grymes, Esq., then in active service under 
Dunmore, expressing his opinion on political questions. The letter was 
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attachment to government, and Loyalty to my King was 
looked for from me, and that notwithstanding my inequi vo- 
cal steady and invariable conduct, if I still continue at home, 
I may be exposed to the indiscriminating ravages of War, 
without any Chance of reparation, whether this opinion is 
founded on the last proclamation of the King's or the late 

intercepted, excited great indignation among the adherents of the Revo- 
lution and caused the arrest of the writer. Wormeley sent a petition 
to the Virginia Convention, which was presented on May 13, 1776. In 
it he states the facts in the case, expresses deep regret that he had drawn 
the odium of the country on him, states that he has always disclaimed 
the right of the British Parliament to tax America, but differed with the 
majority in his views as to the method of obtaining a renunciation of this 
illegal claim. In conclusion he submits to the mercy of the country and 
begs to be released. 

On the 15th the Convention passed a resolution stating that Ralph 
Wormeley (having discovered in his letter to John Grymes a disposition 
unfriendly and dangerous to the rights of the country) should be con- 
fined, until further order' of the Executive of Virginia, to the county of 
Berkeley and that part of his father's estate which was in the county of 
Frederick, and should give bond in .£20,000 not to depart from these 
limits. He remained in this confinement until 1778, when, in conse- 
quence of a letter to his brother-in-law, Mann Page ( Calendar of Vir- 
ginia Stale Papers, I, 300, 301), the Assembly ordered his release. 

Mr. Wormeley's troubles were not yet over. On his release he re- 
turned to Rosegill and was living there with his father when, on June 
4 and 5, i7$r, the place was attacked by a Tory privateer belonging to 
Frederick Rhinelander, of New York, and the Wormeleys robbed of 
thirty-six slaves, plate, watches, wearing apparel, &c. On application 
to General Leslie, the English officer then commanding at Portsmouth, 
Va., some of the property was returned. 

After the bitterness of the Revolution had somewhat subsided Mr. 
Wormeley regained the confidence of the people of his county, was 
several times a member of the House of Delegates, and also a member 
of the Convention of 1788. 

Ralph Wormeley was noted in his day as a book collector, and many 
volumes with his armorial book plate remain. Two portraits of him 
exist, one in cap and gown as a student at Cambridge, and another, in a 
group of four youths, either at Eton or Cambridge. From the wreck of 
the great mass of family papers once at Rosegill and afterwards at Deer- 
chase, in the same county, one of Ralph Wormeley's letter books of a 
period shortly after the Revolution has survived. This Society has a 
copy. 
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advice of the Minister, or from his Lordship's conjecture I 
do not know: as to the proclamation and the late advices 
from the Minister, I have an easy answer. 

ist. I have never seen the proclamation, never heard it 
read or repeated, it cannot then be expected of me to pay 
respect to any instrument of that sort, whose contents I have 
no cognizance of: before they are submitted to my senses. 

2nd. As to the advice of the Minister which may lead his 
Lordship to conclude it to be the duty of every man, now, 
when the friends of government are in such a state of im- 
potency, or rather are under such compleat dominion, to re- 
pair to his Lordship without probability of advancing any 
practical scheme of utiltiy, of concerting any effectual plan 
of operations, and without any regard to circumstances, 
I say Sir, such advices are repugnant to the words 



Ralph Wormeley, Jr., married on November 19, 1772, Eleanor, daughter 
of John Tayloe, of " Mt. Airy," Richmond county, and had issue (1) Jane, 
born February 29, 1776; (2) Ralph, born June 16, 1777; (3) John Tayloe, 
born July 3, 1780, died January 25, 1801 ; (4) Warner Lewis, born March 
24, '785; (5) Rebecca, born October 5, 1787; (6) Judith, born January 
30, 1789, died July 6, 1793; (7) Sarah, born December 17, 1794. 

John Randolph Grymes, to whom the letter was written, was a younger 
son of Philip Grymes, of " Brandon," Middlesex county. He was born 
in 1746 and died about 1820. He entered Eton (with his brother, Philip 
Ludwell Grymes,) September 19, 1760, and may also have been later al 
an English university or one of the Inns of Court. (His eldest brother, 
Philip Grymes, after leaving Eton matriculated at Baliol College, Oxford, 
April 21, 1764, aged eighteen. ) It does not appear that he took any part 
in public life until the outbreak of the Revolution, when he joined Lord 
Dunmore. Dunmore was much elated at the accession of Grymes, and 
wrote to Lord George Germaine that he was a great acquisition, was of 
the first family of Virginia, a gentleman of fortune, amiable character, 
strict honor, brave, active and able. 

Grymes is said to have served with credit as a major in the Queen's 
Rangers under Sincoe until 1778 when he resigned and went to England, 
where he married his cousin Susan, daughter of John Randolph, last 
royal Attorney-General of Virginia, who was also a refugee loyalist. 
He lived in England several years, and was an officer in the corps of 
American loyalists raised when an invasion by the French was expected, 
but finally returned to Virginia. 
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and meaning of the King, in the true knowledge of 
our present situation, his Majesty thus expresses himself, 
"and although many of these unhappy people may still re- 
tain their loyalty and may be too wise not to see the fatall 
consequences of this usurpation, and wish to resist, yet the 
torrent of violence has been strong enough to compel their 
acquiescence till a sufficient force shall appear to support 
them." A few observations on the above quoted passage will 
prove the repugnancy, "unhappy people" in what? being 
over powered by these usurpers, so overpowered that they 
cannot even hope they can only wish to resist it: this being 
the case, what are these unhappy people to do? What does 
his Majesty expect? not their fruitless vain endeavours which 
prejudice every cause: he knows that the torrent of violence 
is strong enough to retain them in their compulsive acquies- 
ence "till a sufficient force shall appear to support them." 
He expects then they will wait the event: they will have, 
they have a right to protection, every effort and endeavour 
now on their part would only issue in ruin to themselves 
and ruin to their cause. No man bears the accursed Tyranny 
with more impatient mortification than I do, and if there 
was a corner on the face of the earth, that I could support 
myself in and enjoy that freedom that I am now violently 
deprived of, I would for the gratification of my happiness 
fly *o it : I have too much feeling not to be exquisitely sensi- 
ble of my slavish Condition. I have made no reply to his 
Lordship's conjectures: as he must be furnished with Intelli- 
gence that I am ignorant of, it must be supposed that he 
can form a better judgment than I can; in a matter of such 
weight, I wish he had extracted the paragraph, if he drew 
his oponion from his late advices, or had given the reasons 
on which he formed it. To convey myself together with 
the absolute necessaries of life without my intention being 
discovered is almost impossible, besides I am only an inferior 
member of the family, have not the Command of Furniture, 
bedding, &c, nor provisions, and exportation being prohibited 
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if I could afford I could not command money for my sup- 
port, added to this the probability of all resources being cut 
off, whereby wheat, flour or corn are now furnished as the 
Army of the provincials increase, unless one of equall or 
superior force should soon arrive from Britain: Numbers in 
such a case will add to the difficulties that the Fleet, Army, 
and the people at Norfolk labour under: hundreds will only 
multiply these inconveniences, Thousands alone can remove 
them, these reasons weigh with me at present, and restrain 
me from taking the step Mr. Neilson advises with so much 
urgency. But after all what beneficial consequences could 
my personal attendance operate in favor of that Cause, whose 
success I have at heart? my example is not efficacious 
enough to influence others to follow it? What exertions of 
mine could now avail? And are not ineffectual exertions 
Capitally erroneous in policy? Would not, or might not the 
departure of a person of my insignificance quicken the jeal- 
ousy of the present rulers, give fresh vigor to prosecutions, 
and make them lash our few party friends, not with that 
rod of Iron, which we have experienced, severe enough for 
the most criminal Atrocity, but with a red hot one, fresh 
from the infernal forge of Tyranny. 

If tho' the Governor should think my presence necessary 
and that I can in any degree be assistant to his Lordship's 
government or my Country, will give me an official Sum- 
mons, and afford me proper facilities to reach him, I will 
at the hazard of that precarious negative quiet that is now 
indulged to me, I will to the prejudice of my health, which 
you know is at present interupted by a most inveterate dis- 
order, and which disorder would certainly be aggravated by 
a diet exclusive of vegetables, at the risk of my life, of every 
thing, obey it. Will you be so obliging as to communicate 
this when you think it necessary? And under all vicissitudes 
of fortune believe me to be with the most unalterable sin- 
cerity, 

Your most affectionate Friend. 
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Virginia State Export Duties on Tobacco.' 
[Enclosure] 

Treasury Office, 28th January, 1789. 
Sir 

Enclosed is an Account of duties paid into the Treasury 
on Tobacco exported from my entering into this Office till 
the 24th November 1788. 

The check which Government had on the Inspectors of 
Tobacco, previous to the Revolution, was, I apprehend, the 
most effectual that could be adopted, — it was this: The 
Inspector on application for the delivery of Tobacco, took 
in his Notes and gave out what was called a shipping Mani- 
fest, expressing the Marks, numbers, Owners Names, & 
Weights, and from what Warehouse. The Master of every 
Vessel exporting Tobacco, was obliged by Law to produce 
these shipping Manifests to the Naval Officer, who, after 
comparing them with the general Manifest of the Cargoe 
on board, was also obliged to produce them on the quarterly 
settlement of his Accounts — by comparing these Manifests 
with the Inspectors Accounts on settlement the quantity of 
Tobacco received by them might be clearly ascertained. 



'Jaqueline Ambler, born August 7, 1742, died February io, 1798, was 
son of Richard Ambler, of Jamestown. He was a member of the State 
Council during the Revolution and afterwards Treasurer of Virginia, an 
office he held until his death. For a notice of him and an account of 
the high esteem in which he was held for his integrity and generosity, 
see Meade's Old Churches, &c, L 106-108. He married Rebecca, 
daughter of Lewis Burwell (at one time acting Governor of Virginia), 
and had several children. One of them, Mary Willis, born March 18, 
1766, died December 25, 1831, was the wife of Chief Justice Marshall. 

Until the organization of the United States Government the States had 
control over exports and imports. In Virginia many provisions were 
made in regard to the tobacco trade. The letter of the Treasurer re- 
fers to some of these. 
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If this practice has not been continued, and the Inspectors 
Books cannot be had, there seems to be nothing left but to 
depend on such statements as they may be pleased to make 
themselves. 

A blank is left opposite each Warehouse, in which the 
Auditor may insert, for the information of the Hono'ble Board 
the period to which any final settlement may have been made 
by the several Inspectors. 

A List of Payments made by the Clerks of Courts shall 
be transmitted as soon as it can be compleated. 

I am, with great respect, 

Your Excellency's Most ob't humble Serv't, 

J. Ambler. 
[Endorsed] 

Treasurer's Letter with Report of Payments made by dif- 
ferent Inspectors. To the Governor, 28 Jan'y, '89. 

[Tabulated statements of Delinquents, &c, accompany this 
paper.] 



Proclamation of Henderson & Co., Calling a Conven- 
tion 3 at Harrodsburg, 1775- 
Transylvania Sst. 

Richard Henderson, Thomas Hart, Nathaniel Hart, John 
Williams, John Luttrell, William Johnston, James Hogg, 
David Hart & Len. Henley Bullock true & absolute Proprie- 
tors of the Colony of Transylvania. 



'Richard Henderson, who was born in 1734 in Hanover county, Va., 
removed in 1762 to North Carolina, and became a man of prominence 
and a judge of the Supreme Court. In 1775 the "Transylvania Land 
Company," which he had organized, negotiated the "Treaty of Wa- 
tauga," by which all the tract of land between the Cumberland River, 
the Cumberland Mountain and the Kentucky River was granted by the 
Cherokees to the company. 
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To the Settlers & Inhabitants of that part of Transylvania 
called & known by the Name of Harrodsburg, Greeting: 

Whereas 'tis necessary for the well ordering our said Col- 
ony that a General Congress or Convention of Delegates or 
Representatives of the People be held at Boonsborough on 
Thursday the Twenty first Day of December Instant for 
the purpose of making and Ordaining such Laws Rules & 
Regulations as may be thought Expedient and applicable to 
our present Circumstances. Therefore You are hereby di- 
rected & required to Assemble yourselves at Harrodsburg 
on Friday the fifteenth Instant and then and there to Elect 
and chuse four Persons resident in said xtarrodsburg to 
represent You in said Congress or Convention for the pur- 
pose aforesaid; and the clerk of such Election is hereby di- 
rected to certifie to us under his Hand & Seal the Names 
of such Persons as may be Elected to represent the Inhabi- 
tants of Harrodsburg in Congress as aforesaid. 

Given under my Hand & Seal this first day of December 

Anno Domini 1775. 

Jn'o Williams, agt. 

for the Comp'y. 
[Endorsed] 

Harrodsburg, Writ of Election. Returnable to Boonsb'o 
21 Dec. 1775. 

N. B. give Notice to McAfee's Settlement of the day of 
Election. 



Henderson and bis associates settled Boonesborough, and held one 
session of a legislature. It was at this session that the compact printed 
below was made. 

The State of Virginia regarded this grant and settlement as an illegal 
intrusion on its own rights, and declared the whole treaty and other 
proceedings null and void. As a compensation for the expense and 
labor of the members of the company Virginia, however, decided to 
give them 200,000 acres on Green River. 
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Writ for Election of a Member of Convention for 
Williamsburg 4 and Return, Nov.-Dec, 1775. 

To the Mayor of the City of Williamsburg or the Clerk of 
the Committee for the said City. 

By Virtue of the Power and Authority to me Given by 
an Ordinance of the General Convention of this Colony, I 
do hereby require you to summon all the Freeholders of the 
said City, and all such as have Right to vote for a Citizen 
or Burgess for the said City and them only, to meet at the 
Courthouse of the said City, at such Time as you shall ap- 
point, not exceeding twenty, nor under ten Days after the 
Receipt of this Warrant in order to elect a Delegate to re- 
present the said City in General Convention in the Room 
of the Honourable Peyton Randolph deceased. And I do 
farther require you to give due Notice of the Day so to be 
appointed, and to proceed to the Election of such Delegate 
in the same Manner as is by Law directed in the Case of an 
Election of a Burgess to be made during the Sitting of any 
General Assembly; and you are to return to the next Gen- 
eral Convention this Warrant with your Certificate of its 
due Execution. 

Given under my Hand and Seal this fifteenth Day of No- 
vember Ann. Dom. 1775. 

Ro. C. Nicholas, P. C. 

In Obedience to the above Warrant I do appoint the Elec- 
tion of a Delegate to be on Monday the 27th Instant at the 
Court House of the said City. 

Jno. Dixon, M. 

4 In August, 1775, on the retirement of Peyton Randolph, Robert Car- 
ter Nicholas was elected President of the Virginia Convention. By an 
ordinance of that body he was authorized to issue writs for election of 
members to another convention. 



382 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

By Virtue of this Warrant to me directed, I did make law- 
ful Publication thereof; and afterwards, to wit, upon the 
27th Day of November Ann. Dom, 1775, at the said City of 
Williamsburg by the Assent of the Freeholders thereof, I 
have caused to be chosen one Delegate for the said City, to 
wit, George Wythe Esq'r of the said City to act and do as 
in the said Warrant is directed and required. 

Jno. Dixon, M. 

The Freeholders and Citizens of Williamsburg having 
elected George Wythe Esq'r to represent them in General 
Convention, but as that Gentleman is now attending the Con- 
tinental Congress as one of the Delegates from this Colony 
and the time of his Return is uncertain, they express'd an 
earnest Desire to depute some other proper Person to repre- 
sent them during Mr. Wythe's necessary absence, as hath 
been done in different Counties under the like Circumstances: 
they therefore proceed to Poll and elected Mr. Joseph Pren- 
tis for that Purpose, which is humbly certified to the Hon- 
ourable the Convention by their 

Most obedient Serv't. 

Jno. Dixon. 
[Endorsed] 

W'msburg, Warrant & Return. Dec'r, 1775. 



Contract Between the Proprietors and the People of 
Transylvania, 1775. 

Whereas it is highly necessary for the peace of the Pro- 
priators, and the security of this Colony, that the power of 
the One, and the Libertys of the Other be Ascertained. 

We, Richard Henderson, Nathaniel Hart, and John Lut- 
trell, on behalf of ourselves, as well as the other Propriators 
of the Province of Transylvania, of the one part; and the 
Representatives of the People of the said Colony in Conven- 
tion Assembled of the other part: do most solemnly enter 
into the following Contract and Agreement, To wit, 
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ist. That the Election of Delegates in this Colony be An- 
nual. 

2d. That the Convention may Adjourn & meet again upon 
their own adjournment: Provided that in case of great 
emergency, the Propriators may call together the Delegates 
before the Time Adjourned to, and if a majority does not 
attend, they may Dissolve them & call a new Convention. 

3d. That to prevent Descentions & Delay of Business, one 
Propriator shall act for the whole, or some one Deligated 
by them; who shall always reside in the Colony. 

4th. That there be a perfect Religious freedom & gen- 
eral toleration : Provided, that the propagator of any Doctrine 
or Tenets evidently tending to the Subvertion of our Laws, 
shall for such conduct be ameanable to, and punished by, 
the Civil Courts. 

5th. That the Judges of the Superior or Supreme Court 
be Appointed by the Propriators, but be supported by the 
People; and to them be Answerable for their marl conduct. 

6th. That the Quitrents, never exceed 2s. Sterling pr. 
Hundred. 

7th. That the Propriators, appoint a Sheriff, who shall be 
one of Three persons recommended by the Court. 

8th. That the Judges of the Supreme Court, have with- 
out fee or Reward, the Appointment of the Clerks of this 
Colony. 

9th. That the Judges of the Inferior Courts, be Recom- 
mended by the People, & to be approved of by the Propria- 
tors, and be by them Commissioned. 

10th. That all other civil & Military Officers, be within 
the Appointment of the Propriators. 

nth. That the Office of Surveyor General belong not to 
any person Interested as a partner in the Purchase. 

12th. That the Legislative authority, after the strength & 
maturity of the Colony will permit, Consist of three Branches 
to wit, the Deligates or Representatives chosen by the Peo- 
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pie, a Counsel not exceeding twelve Men, who shall be Pos- 
sessed of a Landed Estate, and shall Reside within this Col- 
ony, and the Propriators. 

13th. That nothing with Respect to the Number of Deli- 
gates, from any town or Settlement, shall hereafter be drawn 
into Precedent; but that the Number of Representatives, 
shall be ascertained, by a Law when the state of the Colony 
will admit of an amendment. 

14th. That the Land Office be always open. 

15th. That Commissions without profit, be granted with- 
out fee. 

16th. That the fees & Sallaries of all Officers, appointed 
by the Propriators, be settled & regulated by the Law of the 
Country. 

17th. That the Convention, have the sole power of Rais- 
ing & Appropriating all publick Moneys, & Electing their 
Treasurer. 

18th. That for a small time till the state of the Colony 
will permit, to fix some place of holding the Convention, 
which shall be permanent, the place of meeting shall be 
agreed upon, between the Propriators & the Convention. 

To the faithful, Religious, & perpetual observance, of all 
& every of the above Articles, the Said Propriators on be- 
half of themselves, as well as those absent, and the Chair- 
man of the Convention, in behalf of themselves, & their Con- 
stituents, have hereunto Interchangeably, set their hands & 
Affixed their seals, the twenty seventh Day of May, 1775. 

Richard Henderson (Seal) 
Nath'l Hart (Seal) 

J. Luttrell (Seal) 

Thorn's Slaughter (Chairman). 

[Endorsed] 

Henderson & Co. Contract between people & proprietors. 
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Members of the House of Burgesses/ June, 1775. 

By Virtue of a Dedimus Potestatem to us directed, We do 
hereby certify that the following Gentlemen elected to serve 
as Burgesses for the present General Assembly, this Day 
took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to be taken, 
and repeated and subscribed the Test. 

Robert Munford 
James Taylor jr. 
James Selden 



Peyton Randolph 
Burwell Bassett 
George Brooke 
David Mason 
Richard Adams 
Thomas Newton jun'r 
James Edmondson 
James Mercer 
John Bowdoin 
John Tabb 
Nathaniel Terry 
James Montagu 
William Harwood 
Michael Blow 
Champion Travis 
Robert Wormeley Carter 
Carter Braxton 
William Fitzhugh 
Henry Taylor 
John Scasbrooke Wills 
George Lyne 
John Day 
Joseph Hutchings 
Isaac Smith 
William Cabell 
Southy Simpson 
Charles Carter 



Nicholas Faulcon jr. 
James Taylor 
Micajah Watkins 
Robert Carter Nicholas 
William Norvell 
Worlich Westwood 
Henry Lee 
John Nicholas 
William Bibb 
Thomas Pettus 
Mann Page jun'r 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
Henry Pendleton 
Henry King 
James Holt 
William Langhorne 
John Talbot 
John Banister 
Archibald Cary 
Henry Field jun'r 
Francis Peyton 
Joseph Nevill 
Charles Broadwater 
Peter Poythress 



'This was the last House of Burgesses which enacted anything. 
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Richard Lee Edmund Berkeley 

Thomas Mann Randolph Thomas Nelson j'r 

Charles Carter Thomas Whiting 

Anthony Winston Meriwether Smith 

Joseph Jones Bartholomew Dandridge 
Allen Cocke 

Given under our Hands this first Day of June, 1775. 

Thos. Nelson, 
R'd Corbin. 
[Endorsed] 

Certificates of oaths administered to members June, 1775. 
House of Burgesses. 

[Enclosure] 

By Virtue of a Dedimus Potestatem to us directed, We do 
hereby certify that the following Gentleman, elected to serve 
as Burgesses for this present General Assembly, this Day 
took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to be taken, 
and repeated and subscribed the Test. 

Dudley Digges. 

Given under our Hands this 1st Day of June 1775. 

Thos. Nelson, 
W. Byrd. 
[Enclosure] 

By Virtue of a Dedimus Protestatem to us directed, We 
do hereby certify that the following Gentlemen, elected to 
serve as Burgesses for this present General Assembly, this 
Day took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to be 
taken, and repeated and subscribed the Test. 

John Randolph 

Given under our Hands this 1st Day of June, 1775. 

Thos. Nelson, 
W. Byrd. 
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[Enclosure] 

By Virtue of a Dedimus Protestatem to us directed, We 
do hereby certify that the following Gentlemen, elected to 
serve as Burgesses for this present General Assembly, this 
Day took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to be 
taken, and repeated and subscribed the Test. 

John Bowyer Josias Chapham 

John Mayo William Acrill 

Edwin Gray William Aylett 

Samuel McDowell Henry Tazewell 

John Winn William Fleming 

John Woodson Samuel Duval 

Given under our Hands this 2d Day of June, 1775. 

Thcs. Nelson, 
Gawin Corbin. 



The Case of John Connally.* 
[Addressed] 

The Hon'ble The President of the Convention or Council 
of Safety. Virginia. 

favored by Josias Chapham Esqr. 

Frederick Countv, Maryland, Nov. 25th, 1775. 
Sir 

As it is necessary at this time of imminent Danger, to give 

' Major John Connolly was appointed by Governor Dunmore com- 
mander of Fort Pitt, now Pittsburg. It had been charged that this ap- 
pointment was a part of a plan made by Dunmore to use the Indians, if 
necessary, to force the colonists to submission. But it would seem that 
Connolly acted in good faith until after a visit he paid to Dunmore about 
August 1, 1775. He then went to Boston, laid his plans before Gage, 
and returned to Virginia in October. On November 23rd, while on his 
way to Detroit, he was arrested at Hagerstown, Md., the papers were 
found in his possession, and he remained in American prisons during 
the remainder of the Revolutionary period. See this Magazine, XIV, 
54-79, and references on page 58. 
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every information to our neighbours, that may tend in the 
Smallest degree to prevent the evil Designs of our Enemies, 
have inclosed you Copies of the Examinations of Allen 
Cameron, Johr: Smith and John Connelly, and a Letter from 
Connelly to one Gibson, Lord Dunmores Speech to Captain 
White Eyes, and Proposals from Connelly to General Gage 
for the raising An Army for the Destruction of the Liberties 
of the Colonies, With the Resolves of the Committee of this 

County thereon 

I am Sir very respectfully 

Your most h'ble Servant 

John Hanson J'r, Chairman. 

[Endorsed] 

John Harvie [Hanson] Novem'r 25, 1775, inclosing ex- 
amination of John Connelly. 

[Enclosure] 

Portsmouth, August Qth, 1775. 
Dear Sir 

I have safely arrived here, and am happy to the greatest 
degree in having so fortunately escaped the narrow inspec- 
tion of my Enemies, the Enemies to their Country, to good 
order and Government. I should esteem myself defective in 
point of Friendship towards you, should I neglect to Caution 
you to avoid an over Zealous exertion of what is now so 
rediculously Called Patriotick Spirit, but on the Contrary, 
to deport yourself with that Moderation, for which you have 
been allways Remarkable, And which must in this Instance, 
tend to your Honour and Advantage, you may be assured 
from me Sir, that nothing but the greatest Unanimity now 
prevails at home, and that the inovating Spirit Amongst us 
here, is looked upon as ungenerous and undutiful, and that 
the utmost exertion of the powers of Government if neces- 
sary, will be used to convince the infatuated People of their 
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folly, I could, I assure you (Sir) give you Such Convincing 
proofs of what I assert, and from which every reasonable 
Person may conclude the Effects, that nothing but madness 
could opperate upon a man, so far as to overlook his Duty 
to the present Constitution, and to form unwarrantable as- 
sociations with Enthusiasts, whose 111 timed folly must draw 
upon them inevitable Destruction. 

His Lordship desires you to present His hand to Capt. 
White Eyes, and to assure Him, that He is very sorry, that 
he had not the pleasure of seeing Him at the Treaty, or that 
the Situation of affairs prevented Him from coming down, 
believe me D'r Sir, that I have no motive in Writing my 
Sentiments thus to you, further than to endeavour to Steer 
you Clear of the misfortunes which I am Confident must 
involve, but unhappily too many. I have Sent you an ad- 
dress from the People of great Britain to the people of 
America, and I desire you to Consider it Attentively, which 
will I flatter myself, convince you of the Idleness of many 
Declamations, and of the absurdity of our intended Slavery. 
Give my love to George and tell Him he shall hear from me, 
and I hope to his advantage. Interpret the inclosed Speech 
to Captain White Eyes from His Lordship, be prevailed upon 
to shun the popular Error, and Judge for yourself, Act as 
a good subject and expect the rewards due to your Services. 
I am Dear Sir, Your Sincere friend and Servant, 

To Mr. John Gibson, near Fort Dunmore. J ohn Connelly. 

True Copy. 

Colonels Lawson and Hutchings 8 to Col. Woodford. 

Colo. Woodford Schooner Thomas, Dec'r 17th, 1775. 

Sir 
We are much in want of fresh Provisions, and should be 



8 Colonels Anthony Lawson and Joseph Hutchings, of the Virginia 
militia, had been captured by Dunmore in a skirmish at Kempsville, Va. 
(See this Magazine, XIV, 13s, 136, 248, 251, 255, 256, and notes on 
Hutchins and Lawson, 248, 249; XV, 339, 380.) 
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glad you will Supply us as it is not in our power to have 
it brought from shore; we often are in want of clean cloaths, 
we expect to have every necessary of that kind forwarded 
to us on bord. 

We are with Resspect Y'r Ob't Serv. 

Anth'y Lawson, 
Joseph Hutchings. 

P. S. We are very impatient in our present Situation & 
have desired Mr. Lowary to speak to you on the subject of 
being exchanged. 

A. L. 
J. H. 
[Endorsed] 

Cols. Lawson & Hutchings Letter, Dec'r, 1775. 



A Profosed Ordinance for a General Test. 9 

Whereas the long premeditated and now avowed Design 
of the British Ministry to force the Loyal Colonists into an 



9 On August 16, 1775, the Virginia Convention named Josiah Parker 
and George Mason a committee to report an ordinance for a general 
test. 

On the 19th the ordinance was reported and read a second time. On 
the 21st, being in the orders of the day, it came up, but consideration 
was postponed to the next day. Action was continually postponed until 
the 25th, when it was resolved that the matter be again taken up on the 
first day of the next Convention. This was not done, but on December 
14th James Mercer and Richard Adams were ordered to prepare and re- 
port such an ordinance, which they did on the 20th. On the 28th it was 
read a third time and referred to the Committee of the Whole. Action 
was farther postponed from day to day until the session ended without 
the proposed law being enacted. The Convention of 1776 does not ap- 
pear to have taken up the subject — certainly it passed no ordinance. 

The majority of the members of the Virginia Conventions evidently 
were opposed to laws imposing a general test oath. It is not known 
whether the draft in the text is that of the first Convention or the 
second. 

In May, 1777, the State Legislature passed an act obliging all free male 
inhabitants to take the oath of allegiance. {Hening, IX, 281.) 
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abject surrender of their Rights and Privileges as Freemen, 
are still persisted in by the British Government and have 
been lately attempted to be carried into execution in this Col- 
ony by Lord Dunmore as Chief Magistrate, by an unexam- 
pled & wanton suspension of the Law of the Land & Institu- 
tion of that horrid Supporter of Tyranny, Law Martial, by 
seising, imprisoning and transporting the persons of our 
peaceable Citizens, by declaring our Servants and Slaves free 
and inviting & arming them to assassinate their Masters, our 
innocent Wives & helpless Children, which cruel and horrid 
Measures have been countenanced & supported by some wick- 
ed persons among ourselves in wanton violation of their 
plighted Faith voluntarily offered in support of our late hap- 
py Constitution: It is now become indispensably necessary, 
by an Appeal to Heaven, to enter into a more firm Union for 
our common defense, and to distinguish those deserving our 
Protection from such as are Enemies to our just Cause. 

Be it therefore ordained by the Delegates and Represen- 
tatives of the several Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony and Dominion of Virginia now Assembled in General 
Convention And it is hereby Ordained by the authority of 
the same, that the Committees of the several Counties & Cor- 
porations within this Colony, having themselves first taken 
& subscribed the following Oath in Committee, shall and they 
are hereby authorized and required to appoint such of their 
Members as they may think proper, to tender the same to be 
taken & subscribed by each & every Freeman within their 
Counties above the age of sixteen years Viz: "I of 

the Parish of in the County of 

in the Colony of Virginia do solemnly & sincerely promise & 
declare that I will not directly or indirectly violate the Asso- 
ciation now in force in this Colony, but tha,t I will conform 
thereto so long as the same shall continue in force; that I 
will not take up Arms against the good People Freemen In- 
habitants of this Colony or any other part of America acting 
under & in support of the Ordinances of general Convention 
during the unhappy differences now subsisting between 
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Great Britain and America, nor will I directly or indirectly 
by correspondence, Signs or Tokens or by any ways or means 
aid, assist, or support any Power that shall or may be em- 
ploied against the good people of America: And I do declare 
that I will defend and support this Colony against all Inva- 
sions & Insurections whatsoever that shall or may be made 
against the Rights & Liberties of America according to my 
abilities & pursuant to Ordinances of General Convention — 
So help me God. 

Provided always that the people called Quakers shall affirm 
to the same effect & also subscribe the same. 

And be it farther Ordained by the authority aforesaid that 
the Members of the Committee appointed as aforesaid & 
each & every of them be and -they are hereby authorized & 
required to tender the said Declaration to be made sworn to, 
affirmed & subscribed as aforesaid to the several persons with- 
in such districts as shall be described by the said Committees 
and to return to their respective Committees the names of the 
persons taking and subscribing the same, also a List of those 
who shall refuse so to do, within three Months after their 
appointment, to be carefully filed & preserved by the said 
Committees: and every person so appointed & neglecting to 
return such list shall be subject to a fine to be inflicted by the 
respective Committees not exceeding Pounds. 

And be it farther Ordained that the respective Committees 
shall and may and they are hereby required to summon all 
persons so refusing to take the Oath or make the Affirmation 
aforesaid to appear before them in Committee, where the said 
Oath shall be again tendered to such persons to be taken and 
subscribed and upon their refusing so to do, the said Com- 
mittee shall enter such refusal in their Minutes describing the 
persons so refusing, their place of Nativity, residence and 
occupation & thereupon order every person so refusing to 
be disarmed & not to depart above five Miles from their place 
of Residence 'til the further order of the said Committee, 
without a special license in writing from them. And in case 
such persons shall fail to appear before the said Committee 
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when duly summon'd, the said Committee shall order them 
to be summoned again & in case of a second failure to at- 
tend, upon proof on Oath of such Summons being served, the 
said Committee shall proceed against them in the same man- 
ner as is directed against persons appearing & refusing as 
aforementioned. 

And be it farther Ordained that all & every person so 
refusing or failing to attend the Committers as aforesaid & 
being entered on their Minutes as Delinquents shall & they 
are hereby declared to be subject to the payment of treble 
Taxes as imposed by Ordinance of last Convention during 
the Continuance thereof, to commence & be payable by or be- 
fore the tenth day of June next, to be levied & collected by 
such persons as the Committee of the several Countys shall 
appoint, who shall account for the same with the Treasurer 
of this colony for the time being in the same manner and 
under the like penalties as are directed by the last mentioned 
Ordinance respecting the collection of the other Taxes im- 
posed thereby. And to the end that such persons may be 
distinguished from the worthy Members of the Community, 
the County Committees aforesaid shall publish the names of 
such Delinquents in the Virginia Gazette — Provided always 
and be it further Ordained that if any such Delinquent shall 
at any time within six months after his refusal being entered 
as aforesaid, be willing & shall make Oath (or being one 
of the People called Quakers shall make affirmation) as 
aforesaid before the Committee of the County wherein his 
default was entered, such Committee shall admit him so to do 
& grant Certificate thereof and in such case, such delinquent 
shall thence forward be exempt from all Penalties and Re- 
strictions imposed by this Ordinance, in the same manner as 
if he had originally conformed to the Regulations thereof. 

[Endorsed] 

An Ordinance for establishing a general Test. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



